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then whether the character and discipline of it were to be
degraded and ruined in the mode of using it, either from the
facility of one man, or from the violence and oppression of a set
of men who have for more than twelve months employed it in
measures which they -durst not. avow or sanction. . . . Within
these twelve months every crime, -every cruelty that could be
committed by Cossacks or Calmucks, ha-s been transacted here.
The words -of the order of February 26 were strong; the
circumstances required it. It has not abated the commission of
enormities, and I will venture to predict that when the moment
for calling forth the Irish army arrives, one-half of it will dis-
solve in a month. . . . Within less than two months since the
issuing of my orders, a private man has thrown a chair at the
.colonel of his regiment, when sent for to be reprimanded.
Houses have been burned, men murdered, others half hanged.
A. young lady has been carried off by a detachment of dragoons,
and in the room where she was, an officer was shot through the
thigh, and a blunderbuss snapped at another gentleman's head.
These are but a few of the enormities which have disgraced us
of late ; were the whole to be collected, what a picture would it
present! Such a degree of insubordination has been allowed,
that the general officers write directly to the Castle, overlooking
every decency and order. Almost all those who were here
before me have a plot and a conspiracy which they cherish, and
which is the subject of their correspondence and consequence;
and instead of attending to their duty and to the discipline of
their troops, they are either acting as politicians or as justices
of the peace. . . . There must be some change, or the country
will be lost. The late ridiculous farce acted by Lord Carnden
and his Cabinet must strike everyone. They have declared the
kingdom in rebellion, when the orders of his Excellency might
"be carried over the whole kingdom by an orderly dragoon,
or a writ executed without any difficulty, a few places in the
mountains excepted.3 i Since my arrival here, I have been
under the necessity of supporting myself by great exertions and
strong representations, otherwise I should have been a mere
cipher, or, what is worse, a tool in the hands of a party who
govern this country. Their dislike to me has, of course, been
visible, and in my absence they took the opportunity of attempt-